
Coming Home for Spring…. 
I hope that this message finds all of you happy and healthy during this  holiday weekend!  As I 

sat down with friends at the dinner table this Sunday, I found myself thinking about the im-

portance of the gathering, not only for the holiday, but for the welcome table that was provid-

ed.   At the recent trade show, the LMQHA Horseman’s Bazaar, one of our members suggested 

something that truly resonated with me.  This member expressed concern that our club needs 

to be welcome to all.  We need to be friendly, approachable, and  in my words, providing a 

seat at the table for everyone, no matter what .   

At the trade show, I had some wonderful conversations with those that once had Morgans, 

those that currently have one, and those considering Morgans as their future equine partner.  

One thing I discovered is that people always look fondly on our breed, and not just for what 

Morgans can do, but more importantly, for the Morgan people that make up our wonderful 

family.   In a family, we all have different tastes, and needs, but we still manage to come to 

supper, to discuss our day, and to share our experiences.  Some of us leave the house, and 

explore other avenues in life, but we always know, we have a seat at our family’s dinner table 

to come home to when we need it.   Once you are a member of the Morgan Family, you are 

always welcome, no matter who you are or what you believe in.  You are always welcome 

home.  

- Peter Morrison, Director and Editor 
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 October 2015, GRAND NATIONAL AND MORGAN WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP HORSE SHOW , Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

A story book ending to a great deal of sweat, determination, focus and yes some tears. For  Simone Blacklake-Logan, of Edmonton, 

Alberta and her horse MORGAN HILL FOREVER YOUNG,(ER) this couldn’t be more true a story.  Simone has always wanted to com-

pete in the over fences divisions.  The jumper ring, to be more specific.  The speed, the thrill, the power was such a hook for then pre

-teen Simone.  “I want to compete in the Olympics, one day”, she would say.  So lessons upon lessons, school horse after school 

horse until one day she actually was able to have her own horse.  A lovely purebred Arabian mare.  Proudly Alberta bred, athletic and 

kind, but, not gifted over fences!! Simone worked this mare every day.  They created a bond and the mare responded to her.  They 

competed in a few shows over the following years, flat classes, and the odd hunter hack class.  As Simone’s desire to jump higher 

grew, and her foster parents, Louise and Roger Logan, knew that she needed to upgrade her horse power.  

Change is not easy for Simone.  She has obstacles in her life to overcome.  You see, Simone has FASD: Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disor-

der.  As a result she has some learning difficulties and issues with self confidence, she sees things as black and white, and there is no 

“grey” in her life.  She doesn’t often get the respect she deserves at school, but she is “one of the gang”, when she is at the barn.  So 

you see, it is very important to her that she ride every day.  Driven by the desire to jump, her coach set out on what surely would be 

a long task to find the next mount for this young lady.  One that could jump, be competitive but yet have the mind to be forgiving 

to a special needs rider, AND on a budget!  It came to Simone’s coach’s attention that a well known Morgan gelding was up for 

sale.  This was a well shown, well seasoned locally bred, owned and trained gelding.  They went out one very cold December day to 

try him.  It was NOT love at first site.  Her coach knew that this was the right horse for Simone, but Simone was not on the same 

page! He was chubby, fluffy with winter hair and just a little out of shape. This was going to be her next show horse? She had her 

doubts. This was going to be a change, and change does not come easy for her. 



That first ride, he took off, she came off.  She really didn’t like her new horse. But her 

coach kept telling her, this was the horse, give him a chance.  Months went by and 

the pair slowly started to figure each other out.  Their first show together was a local 

show with jumper division.  Simone learns in a different way than most.  So for her to 

learn three jumper rounds plus a jump off round is not an easy thing.  It takes look-

ing at the course, walking the course back in the alley way of the stalls, draw the 

course on a white board, walking the course on foot, and watching the rounds before 

hers.  She will remember anything that you tell her as far as; back your horse off here; 

make sure you take this distance in three; and press him here. The most challenging 

was the first course that had an immediate jump off.  So trying to explain how that 

worked was a challenge.  She was able to be the last rider, so it helped her to memo-

rize the course.  She had a few rails that first show, but it was a success and she be-

came a little closer to her horse.  

Her horse, likes speed!  So does Simone.  Not always a good combo in the jumper 

ring when you are still learning the ropes and technique is more important.  You 

know, little things like, how many strides, time allowed, not crossing lines, you know, 

little things like that! The next show, a local schooling show, jumper division.  The 

coaches’ only instruction, after learning the course, walking the course and watching 

the goes before her, was DO NOT LET HIM GO FAST!!! Keep him balanced and keep 

the rhythm.  Remember I said, Simone, takes everything you say literally, she does 

not think in grey.  There are “grey” areas when you are in the jumper ring.  If her 

coach said to go slow, then slow it will be.  Oops, too slow, he was stopping at some 

of the fences.  Oh No!  So now, we need to teach this special needs rider how to use 

his power, but collect that energy at the same time.  A very intangible quality to 

grasp, a “grey” area if you will, for able bodied riders let alone a rider with learning 

difficulties.  

A few more months go by.  The team is getting things together.  Jumping so well 

that their coach decided to enter them into the Grand National and Morgan World 

Championship Horse Show.   Now her horse and coach had been down there to 

Simone Continued….. 

compete many times. This was going to be a long way to trav-

el, at great expense for her foster parents for THREE jumper 

classes.  “Do you really think she stands a chance”, they would 

ask the coach.  Yes, yes she will be competitive down 

there.  One step closer to her dream....  

 

The month before the show was sketchy.  With saddle fitting 

issues and changing up bridles.  There were some muscle 

issues with working that hard, for horse and rider.  Massages 

all around for horse and rider. More saddle changes.  Finally 

they were ready to make the trip all the way down to Oklaho-

ma.  While Simone and her foster mom flew, Simone’s coach 

and a handful of supporters from the stable drove her horse 

and two others down to the show.  He did not travel as well as 

hoped and arriving with a cough and some weight loss.  He 

had the next four days to rest with some light hand walking. A 

few light hack rides and more equipment tweaks.   Simone was 

busy going over her first course with immediate jump off.  For 

Simone’s coach, that would mean teaching her the entire thing 

as one.  Not this is the first part; if it’s clear, wait for the buzzer 

then do the next part.  Simone doesn’t learn that way.  She 

was fortunate to be able to have a print out of the course 

before hand to study, and then she would draw the course on 

the white board, then walk it in the alley way, then walk it with 

her coach.  Pointing out where to push him, where to bring 

him back.  She was able to go second in her first Grand Na-

tional class, so she was able to watch the person ahead of her 

go.  That helps her learn.  First rider was fast...so fast that she 

had a rail, but well within the time.  Simone and her horse 

were next, her coach told her to give him a tap three strides 

out from the first fence.  Remember, she remembers all that 

she is told: so TAP she did.  ER went off like a rocket! She was 

clear and within the time allowed, however, she did get a little 

mixed up coming into fence 5, so she circled off and took it 

after the circle, so she had a fault and a slower time than the 

first rider, so she ended up Reserve National Champion in that 



Simone was very hard on herself about forgetting the 5th fence. Very down on herself.  Her coach pointed out the great distances she made and how 

technically correct the rest of the course had been. I should add that the World Champion title is made up of the High Point standings of all three of the 

classes.   So she was tied for second place in the high point standings.  
 

The next day, Grand National Jumper ll Simone had the chance to read the course, walk it, draw it and then walk it again. She was able to go second 

again, so was able to watch the first rider go.  Table B, so immediate jump off.  She had to learn the course and the jump off as one. The first rider was 

clear and moved into her jump off round.  Reckless speed and she takes a rail.  Simone was told to ride forward, but don’t take chances.  Just go 

clear.  And clear she did!  National Champion title was hers for that round.  At ribbon presentation, her concern to her coach was that she may not have 

ridden that bending line quite the way her coach wanted her to.  You see, she doesn’t care about the ribbons.  Her concern was if the coach was happy 

with her ride and that it was a better ride than the previous one. How refreshing. She had now captured the hearts of the officials. She was now tied for 

Champion high point with one round to go.  

Day three, Grand National jumper lll.  With her learning difficulties, it is helpful for her to follow another rider.  She had been following one rid-

er.  Surprisingly enough, since the last days classes, there had been a complaint lodged against Simone, in that the order of go was unfair and she had to 

go first. Sportsmanship at its finest!  Table A, not immediate jump off. Between her going first and not able to watch, and then having to come out of the 

ring and quickly learn a “new course”, the odds were against her for this deciding High Point make it or break it round. She walked the course, knew where 

she had to push him and where to make him wait.  Her coach had not told her that she had to go first.  After they walked the course, her coach suggested 

to her that she was riding well enough that maybe she would like to go first.  Simone was delighted that her coach thought she was riding well enough to 

go first.  Just go clear, Simone. And clear round she did!  There was a marked change in technique for the second rider, this round instead of her reckless 

speed, she went slow and careful. Clear.  We had ourselves a jump off round. That gave Simone’s coach 62 seconds to teach her “a new course”.  Simone 

does not do change well, this hasty course learning was different from how she normally learns, the gate swings open...This jump off round  would decide 

the World Champion Title.  Clear! Simone went clear and well within the time allowed.  She came out of the ring and asked her coach if she was happy 

with her ride.  With tears in her eyes, the coach just said, “Yup, you rode well”.   

That’s all Simone needed to hear.  She was happy with her horse.  The second rider canters into the ring.  She knew the time she needed to beat.  First two 

fences were controlled and pretty, then it was like she couldn’t help herself and the reckless speed came back. Third fence, fourth, one more outside turn 

to the last fence, with a smouldering fast time, last fence, three strides, two strides, one stride, up and DOWN comes the top rail!    

Simone just captured the World Champion Title!!! A perfect way to end her junior exhibitor years.  During ribbon presentation, her main concern was if 

she could take a victory jump fence with her ribbons on.  How humbled we all felt at that moment.  Her only comment after the victory picture was how 

happy she was with her horse.  Technique, hard work and dedication to detail does pay off over speed in the jumpers! She wanted to jump high, and her 

coach kept telling her grid work, foot work and flat will give you the advantage in the end. Simone and ER went on later that day to win two Top 10 titles 

in the hack division.   Her next goal is to ride at Spruce Meadows.      

- Sandra Fenstad – Sanche  (Special thanks to Morgan Hill Farms, (Dwayne, Shannon and Ashley Comeau), Jill Carr and everyone at Stables on 21 for their 

unwavering encouragement of this team ) 
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About the author 

Sandra operates Sanche Performance Horses ,in Ardrossan Alberta .  She has 

been a long time Morgan professional, and a truly amazing ambassador for the 

breed!    



Member Shelley McRae of Langley, 

BC celebrating her Morgan, Mtntop 

Erin Go Braugh's 6th Birthday in 

Saint Patrick's Day style.  Congratu-

lations Shelley! 

 

Have a special moment with your Morgan you would like to share?  From trail rides, to the show ring, to just those 

special moments with your friend, we want to share it here.  Please forward your pictures with details to  

bcmorganhorse@gmail.com 

Jero Trojan, Lise Flora Waugh up of  

Bellingham, Washington , at the 1978 BC 

Morgan Horse Show. Lise and Jero Trojan 

were under the direction of trainer Bart 

Hoffman, Delta, BC.  
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AMHA Welcomes New Associate 

Editor  

 

 

 

 

 

AMHA is pleased to announce that 

effective April 4, 2016 Kim Oplotnik 

of Norman, Oklahoma, will serve as 

the new Associate Editor for The 

Morgan Horse magazine. 

 

Kim is a graduate of University of 

Oklahoma and in addition to being 

active in the Morgan community 

through the Sooner State Club and 

Wheat State Regional, she has 

worked as a regular contributor 

to The Morgan Horse for the last five 

years. 

 

Kim is also well versed in technology 

and social media, having served as a 

computer technology teacher for the 

last several years at a local elemen-

tary and middle school. 

 

Executive Director Julie Broadway 

stated, "We are thrilled to add Kim to 

our team. We're confident she'll be a 

great asset." 

 

When not on the road covering edito-

rial and events, Oplotnik will tele-

commute from her home in Oklaho-

ma.   

- See more at: http://

www.morganhorse.com/media-

events/news/article/9900/

#sthash.9ah6KbPp.dpuf  

Wanted: Competitors for AMHA's High-Point Program  

Will you be showing your Morgan at open shows this season? Take that competitive edge one step fur-

ther by taking part in AMHA's Open Competition Program! There is a division for everyone, and for just 

$50 a year for enrollment or $40 for an annual renewal, you can keep track of points and earn year-end 

awards! Or you can pay a  one-time fee of $200 for the lifetime of your horse. 

 

And don't forget, if you are an AMHA Premium member, you can join this program for just an additional 

$10 for 2016! You can read more about the Open Competition Program by going to http://

www.morganhorse.com/programs/open-competition. 

 

Don't let your winning accomplishments in the open arena go unnoticed by AMHA! Call Katie Hodges at 

(802) 985-4944 ext. 401 or email katie@morganhorse.com for more information or to sign up. - See 

more at: http://www.morganhorse.com/media-events/news/article/9116/#sthash.hdOTSUWL.dpuf  

AMHA is proud to announce the creation of its Mentor Network website, http://

morganmentornetwork.wix.com/amha, a free program for amateurs and professionals alike. Everyone 

is welcome to use this website as a tool to communicate with each other, to brainstorm ideas and to increase 

their knowledge about Morgans, and horsemanship skills. The goal of the Mentor Network is to bring as many 

people together as possible to support each other's riding, driving, and equine business endeavors.  

 

The idea for the Mentor Network developed from a strategic planning initiative to increase participation and 

engagement among Morgan horse enthusiasts. Further, the idea was propelled by the Young Adult Alliance. 

Our breed is fortunate to have many talented young trainers working hard to start their businesses and to help 

sustain the future of the breed. Many of these young trainers have expressed their need for more resources on 

running their business and managing their finances at the barn. AMHA realized that we could create an all-in-

one resource guide for not only young trainers, but for youth, amateur riders, or any horse owners who want to 

learn more about the topic of their choice.  

 

Here's how it works. You can select a mentor from our list of volunteers and email them to ask a question. This 

program is voluntary, so they'll respond to you as soon as they are able. Once you initially start your conversa-

tion, it's up to you and the mentor to continue it via phone, email, or even to set up a lesson or teaching ses-

sion. You might choose to email them and ask what type of accounting software they use at their barn, what 

brand of saddle they prefer for endurance rides, or how to create a balanced work schedule for young horses in 

training.  

 

If you and your mentor have a great talk that others can benefit from, send AMHA your questions and answers 

to add to our FAQ page. From carriage driving to choosing the right bit for your western horse, our mentors are 

eager to talk to you and answer your questions. There is no such thing as a wrong question or answer!  

 

We are still looking for more mentors! Check out our fantastic array of topics and see if one jumps out at 

you.  Do you feel comfortable talking about saddle seat horses or trail riding? Do you love talking about your 

equestrian art or how you decided to become a judge? Become a mentor and share your knowledge! Contact 

Katie Hodges at AMHA at (802) 985-4944 ext. 401 or Katie@morganhorse.com to sign up or to add your 

question to our FAQ page!  

- See more at: http://www.morganhorse.com/media-events/news/article/9898/#sthash.yGnljdJk.dpuf  
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BC Morgan & Open Horse Show 

May 27-29 

Calling All Volunteers!   

As the dates are quickly approaching, 

we are still looking for volunteers to 

help out at the show.  Any and all help 

is welcome, and remember, you don’t 

have to show horses, to help run a 

horse show.  This is an event in which 

we get to not only showcase the breed 

we love and gain valuable public expo-

sure, but to also shine as a club by 

showing our friends both in the Mor-

gan and Equine Industry, what great 

hospitality we provide.  As this year we 

are holding the show just over the bor-

der in Lynden, you must be able to 

cross the border.  We promise a great 

time, in the quaint and friendly town of 

Lynden!   Also, remember if you are 

taking your horses, members receive a 

20% discount of your show bill.  Please 

contact Peter at 604-628-7401 or at 

the Club email  

bcmorganhorse@gmail.com 

Our club had a table this year at the annual Horseman’s Bazaar at Thunderbird Show Park in Langley BC on 

Sunday March 13th.  Present were members Lorraine and Alysha Baxter, and director Peter Morrison.  We held a 

draw for great raffle prizes donated , namely  an elegant stock tie made by member Lorraine Baxter from her  

business, Klip Klop Creations.  Other great prizes included a gift basket with Mane and Tail products, as well as a 

decorative plate by the Spotted Horse.  Artist Avalon Buchart donated an exquisite custom glass featuring the 

Morgan.  Member Tatjana Kelch graciously donated a wine basket.  We managed to raise close to $100 in raffle 

tickets which essentially paid for our day there.  A very special thanks to member Alysha Baxter who literally 

made all the sales for the raffle.  Her captivating charm, and sheer passion for Morgans attracted everyone.  

Thank you Alysha for your hard work and help!! 

The day was full of great conversations, with a general theme of how much the Morgan presence has been missed 

at these events.   So many had tales of the wonderful experiences they had with their Morgans.  At one point, a 

woman approached us who said she was going to try to get her employee, Trudy Northcott to come down to see 

us.  Trudy is the only person in Canada to ride a Morgan to the Prix St George level, and to win in open competi-

tion in Canada.  She and her family were huge contributors to the Morgan in North America.  Sadly, she did not 

show, but we hope one day we  will get to meet her!  Other conversations of note were two former Warm Blood 

owners looking for a breed that has a can do attitude, but is an easier keeper.  Well, we certainly informed them 

that Morgans are the horse for them.  This truly was a great day, and a wonderful opportunity to promote the 

Club and the breed in the Lower Mainland.  Our next trade show will be at the Maple Ridgle/ Pitt Meadows 

Country Fest Fair July 23rd and 24th at the Albion Fairgrounds in Maple Ridge, BC.  We are also looking into the  

Delta , BC Farm Days  and the Southlands Country Fair in Vancouver, both in September.   

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS 

LMQHA Horseman’s Bazaar Trade Show a Success 

Peter Morrison of  the 

GVMHA & Sheila Seitel 

of the LMQHA 
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Next Issue:  

     Summer, June 2016  

We would like to feature our Mem-

bers, with their horses.  We would also 

like to set up a Free Classified  Section 

and add articles and sections you 

would like to see!  For our next issue, 

all advertising will be free!  Please 

send us your suggestions, and contri-

butions no later than June 1st, 2016 to 

bcmorganhorse@gmail.com.   
Upcoming Events 

Greater Vancouver 

Morgan Horse Assoc. 

 

604.628.7401 ph 

bcmorganhorse@gmail.com 

www.bcmorgan.com 

LQMHA Horseman’s Bazaar        

              Thunderbird, Langley, BC           March 13, 2016    

  Club table at the event, promoting Morgans  

Key Classic     

            Evergeen Equestrian Park, Monroe, WA   May  5-8, 2016 

BC Morgan and Open Horse Show     

 NW Wash. Equine Event Center, Lynden WA.    May 27-29, 2016 

Far West, Horse Show & Region 8 Championships    

 Deschutes County Fairgrounds, Redmond, WA  June  15-18, 2016 

Oregon Morgan Classic Horse Show 

 Oregon Horse Center, Eugene, OR   July 14-17, 2016 

C– Fair Charity Horse Show 

 Evergeen Equestrian Park, Monroe, WA   August 3-7, 2016 

Pacific Northwest Morgan Horse Show 

 Tacoma Horseman’s Assoc., Spanaway, WA  August 26-28, 2016 

Alberta Morgan Horse Show 

 Ponoka Ag Event Center, Ponoka, AB  September  2-4, 2016 

Grand National and World Championship Morgan Horse Show 

 Oklahoma State Fair Grounds, Oklahoma City, OK October 8-15, 2016 

Annual General Meeting 

       November, 2016 

Cover Page Photo: 

Member Lori Gajowski Showing 

BMF Zachary at the Far West  

Region 8 Championship Show. 

Peter Morrison    First Director President 

Sonya Evans Bansi  Director  Secretary 

Brendan Lowman  Director  Treasurer 
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