
A Warm Welcome!! 
    On behalf of all the Members of the Greater Vancouver Morgan Horse 

Association, I would like to welcome you to our first edition of our Quarterly 

Newsletter, Making Waves!  The purpose of our Club is to bring together all 

of us in the Lower Mainland of BC, Vancouver Island, and beyond, to share 

our passion for the Morgan Horse.  Some of us love showing our Morgans, 

some like to trail ride, others like attending all kinds of sporting events such 

as barrel racing and fox hunts.  Some of us may not even own a Morgan, but 

one thing we all share is our love for this beloved breed.  We aim to pro-

mote the Morgan for its versatility and all around value as a loved member 

of our family.  We want to provide an organization where we can share our 

experiences and enjoyment, no matter what we do.   We hope you enjoy 

this issue, and we invite you to share your stories and photos.   Morgans 

really do move you; please join us as we share the passion! 

                - Peter Morrison, Director and Editor 
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     In recent years, the equine industry has been facing one of its toughest challenges, as many breed organi-

zations are seeing lower numbers and participation at local, regional and national events.  The Morgan 

World has been no exception to this .   But what can we do to change this, and bring back interest  in our 

beloved breed?  Could  Sport Horse Under Saddle be one of the solutions?   

     One success story  including  Sport Horse Under Saddle as  a division can be seen in the North American 

Arabian  circuit.  By creating this new division a few years ago, show numbers have seen a dramatic in-

crease, so much so that in some regions, leadership has had to hold separate shows and championships for 

the Sport Horse group.  On the national level, there is now a separate show.   Many have said Sport Horse is 

what has saved and perhaps bankrolled the Arabian show world.   

     This division notably seems to capture a group  mostly missing in our arenas : the ‘middle of the road’ or 

‘backyard horseman’ as to whom they are sometimes referred.   We know that we currently offer in hand 

classes  such as Sport Horse Suitability, and we have other sport horse classes, such as  Carriage, Dressage,  

and Jumping, but what we have not promoted in the main ring, are Sport Horse Under Saddle Classes.  

Oddly enough, class specifications can be found in the Morgan section of the USEF Manual, but few if any 

horse shows promote  classes that feature this.   



MO 186-188 in the 2016 USEF Rule Book outline the specifications: 

MO186 APPOINTMENTS SPORT HORSE UNDER SADDLE CLASSES Bridle shall be a dressage-

type snaffle bridle with snaffle bit, or hunter-type snaffle or Pelham bridle is acceptable. 

Converters on Pelham bridle are not permitted and two reins are required. Snaffles may be 

with or without cheeks, keepers allowed. Unconventional bits may be penalized at the dis-

cretion of the judge; kimberwicks and double bridles are prohibited. Cavesson nosebands 

are preferred, but flash nosebands would be acceptable when using a Dressage snaffle bri-

dle with snaffle bit. Martingales are not permitted. A dressage, forward seat or English all-

purpose saddle is to be used. No saddle seat type saddles allowed. Girth may be leather or 

other suitable material. Horses wearing non-conforming appointments will be eliminated 

from judging consideration. 

 MO187 ATTIRE Attire for Sport Horse Under Saddle will be either dressage or hunter attire. 

Dressage attire will be defined as white or light colored breeches, short riding coat of con-

servative color, with tie, choker or stock tie, boots, a hunt cap, derby, top hat or protective 

headgear. Hunter attire will be defined as light colored breeches, short riding coat of con-

servative color, with tie or choker, boots or smooth leather half-chaps, and hunt cap or 

protective headgear. It is recommended that attire reflect the appointments used on the 

horse. Gloves of conservative color are optional for either style of attire. Spurs and whip are 

optional. If a whip is used, it must conform to the style to Hunter or Dressage attire.  

MO188 CLASS SPECIFICATIONS  1. UNDER SADDLE QUALIFYING CLASSES. To be shown at the 

walk, trot, and canter both directions of the ring. Judge may request lengthening of stride at 

any gait and may request horse to back in the line-up. To be judged on performance (purity 

and quality of gaits), manners, conformation, suitability as a Sport Horse and quality. 

2.CHAMPIONSHIP. To be eligible, horse must have been entered, shown and judged in a 

designated qualifying class in the Sport Horse Under Saddle section at that competition. To 

be judged on performance (purity and quality of gaits), manners, conformation, suitability as 

a Sport Horse and quality.  

Sport Horse Continued….. 

     The class specifications perhaps in future years, 

should this division gain momentum, may specify fur-

ther items such as shoeing.  Essentially from what can 

be ascertained by the rules, this division is clearly for 

horses that could be suitable for Sport Horse activities 

such as Dressage and Jumping.  Snaffles and Pelhams 

are only allowed, and rider attire is traditional.   

    I would argue that this division also has the potential 

of  attracting  more Morgan owners into the show 

world, providing  classes  where local owners have a 

competitive presence in the main ring.  Could this be a 

success?  Absolutely.  Will it be a success?  The more we 

reach out and show  everyone that Morgans are the 

right horse for this division,  there is a  higher likelihood 

that we will see large numbers in these classes.  We all 

know that Morgans can do it all, but we need to show 

that they are the right horse for Sport Horse, and this is 

one more ‘avenue’ , so to speak, that shows the useful-

ness of our breed. 

                                                                 - Peter Morrison 

Please note that the 2016 BC Morgan Horse Show will feature 

this division.                             



Member Alysha Baxter seen here at the 

Fraser Valley Hunt Club Boxing Day 

Hunt, December 26th 2015 in Aggasiz, 

BC.  She is riding her family’s Morgan 

gelding KLN Classic Command . 

Have a special moment with your Morgan you would like to share?  From trail rides, to the show ring, to just those 

special moments with your friend, we want to share it here.  Please forward your pictures with details to  

bcmorganhorse@gmail.com 
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Morgan Mare, Crown Continental, 

seen here in 2009 at High Horse 

Heaven Riding Facility in Chilliwack, 

BC , being used for their  Summer 

Adult Therapeutic Riding Program 

the Baxters ran for many years.   



 

The Super Convention 2016  

is shaping up to be an event you 

won't want to miss! Scheduled for 

February 9-13, 2016 at the Westin 

Boston Waterfront Hotel, this jam-

packed event is planned for you! This 

is a first-time joint convention be-

tween AMHA, the American Saddle-

bred Horse Association (ASHA), the 

American Hackney Horse Society 

(AHHS), and the United Professional 

Horsemen's Association (UPHA).  

 

The lineup of speakers for this year's 

gathering is five-star and includes 

U.S. Racing Hall of Fame inductee D. 

Wayne Lukas and 2014 Equine Indus-

try Vision Award winner, Patti Col-

bert, who will speak on the current 

state of the horse industry. These 

exciting presentations are on top of 

other educational forums, a welcome 

party, cocktail reception, and lunch-

eons and award galas celebrating the 

top awardees in each breed. The Su-

per Convention is open to all; AMHA 

membership is not required to attend 

the Convention!  

 

A special room rate of $145 per night 

is available until January 11, 2016. 

For those who have tried unsuccess-

fully to make room reservations for 

Tuesday, February 9, this block has 

now been expanded and rooms are 

available. 

 

To see the Convention schedule or to 

register, go 

to www.thesuperconvention.com. 

To download a convention schedule. 

 
AMHECT Establishes Harry Sebring Memorial Grant  

The American Morgan Horse Educational Charitable Trust is pleased to announce the establishment of the Harry 

Sebring Memorial Grant. Harry was a renowned Morgan horse trainer and the grant was created by his family in his 

memory, since he always wanted to see young adults excel personally and professional in the show ring.  

 

The grant is offered to young adults (under age 40) who are AMHA members and would like to further his or her 

equine education, skills, or proficiency and/or to provide equine-related experiences and education that will further 

the recipient's business endeavors. The application must be accompanied by a full proposal of the idea, budget de-

tails, and proof of any materials that will be used to promote the event and/or program.  

 
AMHECT will award up to a total of $5,000 each year and will consider grants of all sizes. Checks may not be made 

payable to the individual, but to the clinician, institution, or business providing the services. The grant application 

period opens Friday, January 1, 206 and closes at 5 p.m. on Thursday, March 31, 2016.  Inquiries about grant applica-

tions or the grant process are handled only by emailing execdir@morganhorse.com  

The AMHA membership will be voting in the February 2016 AMHA election on a proposed change to re-

gional representation on the AMHA Board of Directors. If the changes are approved by a vote of the 

membership, they will become effective with the 2017 election of directors.  

 

The changes are two-fold: 

 

1. Change from ten to three regions with three directors per region for a total of nine directors. This will 

provide for more balanced representation across the country and fewer directors means cost savings to 

the Association. 

 

2. Change the Board from "house of representatives" to "senatorial" style. Director numbers remain the 

same in a region regardless of fluctuation of membership numbers. This will be consistent representation 

for a region and again, balanced representation across the country. 

 

The Board also plans to reinstate term limits; no director shall serve more than three terms consecutively. 

This is not an overall limit, but a consecutive term limit; that is, after being out for at least one term, a 

person may choose to run again. This is being done to encourage more people to run for the Board, bring 

in new people and new ideas for the Association and the Morgan horse. 

 

Please note, these changes are related to AMHA governance only.  A task force is currently looking at 

regional shows, but no changes have been recommended at this time.   

 

If you would like to learn more about these changes, please contact your regional director or any director-

at-large, http://www.morganhorse.com/about/who-we-are/board.  

AMHA NEWS 

Proposed AMHA Governance Changes  
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Next Issue:  

     Spring, March 2016  

We would like to feature our Mem-

bers, with their horses.  We would also 

like to set up a Free Classified  Section 

and add articles and sections you 

would like to see!  For our next issue, 

all advertising will be free!  Please 

send us your suggestions, and contri-

butions no later than March 1st, 2016 

to bcmorganhorse@gmail.com.   
Upcoming Events 

Greater Vancouver 

Morgan Horse Assoc. 

19300 River Road 

Richmond, BC. V6V 1M3 

 

604.628.7401 ph 

bcmorganhorse@gmail.com 

www.bcmorgan.com 

LQMHA Horseman’s Bazaar        

              Thunderbird, Langley, BC           March 13, 2016    

  Club table at the event, promoting Morgans  

Key Classic     

            Evergeen Equestrian Park, Monroe, WA   May  5-8, 2016 

BC Morgan and Open Horse Show     

 NW Wash. Equine Event Center, Lynden WA.    May 27-29, 2016 

Far West, Horse Show & Region 8 Championships    

 Deschutes County Fairgrounds, Redmond, WA  June  15-18, 2016 

Oregon Morgan Classic Horse Show 

 Oregon Horse Center, Eugene, OR   July 14-17, 2016 

C– Fair Charity Horse Show 

 Evergeen Equestrian Park, Monroe, WA   August 3-7, 2016 

Pacific Northwest Morgan Horse Show 

 Tacoma Horseman’s Assoc., Spanaway, WA  August 26-28, 2016 

Alberta Morgan Horse Show 

 Ponoka Ag Event Center, Ponoka, AB  September  2-4, 2016 

Grand National and World Championship Morgan Horse Show 

 Oklahoma State Fair Grounds, Oklahoma City, OK October 8-15, 2016 

Annual General Meeting 

       November, 2016 
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Member Alysha Baxter with her 

family's Morgan Gelding , KLN 

Classic Command at the Fraser Val-

ley Hunt Club Boxing Day Hunt, 

December 26, 2015, Agassiz, BC! 
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